
                           
 

 
 

Join us Tuesday, April 3rd at 6:00 pm 
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center  

 
 

As the days get longer, we look forward to an increase in our bloom count and turn our attention 

to spring plant sales and hibiscus show season.  Our April meeting will have two focal points: (1) 

preparing our presentation at All Seasons on April 21st, an effort that will serve as a template 

for future educational talks in the community, and (2) displaying blooms at hibiscus shows.  We 

will explore best practices for getting your blooms to shows safely, and we will engage in hands-

on practice with gently opening blooms, setting them up on blocks and wires, and filling out 

bloom tags correctly.  I hope to see each and every one of you entering blooms this show 

season!  Let’s continue to break records! 

To maximize our meeting experience, please bring any blooms you may have to our next meeting.  

Granted, we meet in the evening, but if you see some buds that appear to be ready to open the 

following day, bring them so we may get as much practice as we can.  If you are not sure how to 

tell what buds should open the following day, we can discuss that too! 

Connie will also finalize our set-up plans and volunteer line-up for Festival des Fleurs on April 

14th.    I’ll see you on April 3rd!  MBAC President, Ryan Perry 

 

 

2019 Hibiscus Calendar Contest 
 

Our Bloom Photo Contest continued in 
March with Todd Alvis with Shannon 
Kaye and Ann Primeaux with Lady Storm 
emerging the winners.  

Bring your 4x6 bloom photos to the March 
meeting or email to Buddy for entry.  Each 
member can enter two photos in the 
monthly contests. They do not have to be 
recent photos, but must be blooms you 

have grown.   
Reminder!  Winning photos should be emailed to Buddy (buddy@acadianahibiscus.com) as soon as possible. 

.
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Tropical Hibiscus Seminar at 
All Seasons Nursery 

April 21, 2018 
10:00am 

Mark your calendar now to 

join Ryan and other MBAC 

members at All Seasons 

Nursery for a seminar on all 

things hibiscus.  Be prepared 

to answer questions posed by 

attendees and possibly learn a 

little along the way.  It will be 

a great opportunity to promote 

our show and pick up new members for our chapter.

 
 
 

FESTIVAL DES FLEURS DE LOUISIANE 
 

 April 14, 2018 
    8:00am – 4:00pm 
      Blackham Coliseum 

2330 Johnston Street 
 Lafayette, Louisiana 

 

Have you signed up to work the MBAC booth yet? 
 

Members will be needed for booth setup around 11:00 am 
on Friday for a couple of hours, to staff the MBAC booth 
throughout the day on Saturday, and for booth tear down 
and plant transport at the end of the show.  Contact 
Connie Chauvin at sweetie4559@gmail.com or 337-339-
1959 to sign up.  Come join the fun and excitement as we 
greet the public with beautiful hibiscus and promote our 
upcoming show and chapter membership. 
 

 
 

Gloria Mikulenka 
Inez Barras 

Martha Dousay 

Sandra Barr 
Kim Siefert-Guy 

Gary Shaffer 
Francis Rush 

Sandra Barr 
Kim Siefert-Guy 

Gary Shaffer 
Francis Rush 

mailto:sweetie4559@gmail.com


 
 

Name That Bloom 
 

Can you name these blooms????  Make a list of the blooms and bring it to the meeting.  We 

will identify the blooms and the member with the most correct will win the prize. There will be a 

drawing if there are multiple winners.  Don’t miss out on the fun! 

Hint:  These are Dupont varieties! 

 

       
 

     
 

Congratulations to Lorraine Kizziar, our March winner!! 
 

             
Sun Showers, Angel Wings, Red Snapper, Erin Rachel, Smokey Mountain, Rainbow Christy 
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Buddy’s Blooms and Things 

 

Finally yesterday I saw my first batch of green leaves on my pecan trees. You know what they 

say? No more cold weather!!! That’s fine with me and my babies. There is nothing that wakes 

up your plants more than warm temperatures. Combine those warm temperatures with a good 

helping of fertilizer and water and your plants should be getting off to a great start. Mine 

certainly are. I’m even seeing a few blooms. That can not come soon enough.  

This year, because of our earlier warm weather days, we got a head start on determining which 

plants survived our cold days and which one’s didn’t. I’ve been looking hard at my collection 

and when I see plants that show no life I start to snip the ends of certain branches to see if any 

green shows up. I continue to move down the branch until I decide if my plant is alive or not. 

Unfortunately some didn’t make it. The good news is, I lost very few. Here’s a word of caution: 

Don’t automatically assume that your plants didn’t survive. For in ground plants, I have been 

scraping away some of the mulch around the base of my plants to see if any leaves are starting 

to form. Guess what? 3 out of 4 survived. I was totally surprised. Conclusion: Don’t be too 

Upcoming Events 
 

MBAC Meeting      April 3, 2018 
Festival des Fleurs      April 14, 2018 
All Seasons Nursery Hibiscus Seminar  April 21, 2018 
Space City Hibiscus Show    April 21, 2018 
New Orleans Hibiscus Show    April 22, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      May 1, 2018 
Red Stick Hibiscus Show    May 6, 2018 
Lone Star Hibiscus Show    May 12, 2018 
MBAC Show Set up     May 19, 2018 
MBAC Hibiscus Show     May 20, 2018 
Lone Star II Hibiscus Show    June 3, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      June 5, 2018 

AHS National Convention 
Ft. Myers, Florida 
June 21-24, 2018 

 



quick to discard your plants. As Curt Sinclair said to me one day, “Sometimes we find out that 

our babies are tougher than we give them credit for”. Of course, he is right. Go slow.  

April is always an exciting month for me. Not only are my plants starting to perform but 

Festival Des Fleurs is right around the corner. This year’s one day event is being held on 

Saturday April 14
th
. I hope you volunteered. Carolyn and I will once again drive to the nursery 

on Friday the 13
th
 to pick up our show plants and we, along with other volunteers, will have the 

booth completely set up for our sale the next day. Last year we had 37 different hibiscus 

varieties and from my communications with Dupont Nursery our plant list this year should be 

equally attractive. Thanks Jeff and Robbie. From the looks of our volunteer list we’ll have lots 

of members to help our customers.  Working the show is soooo much fun and what a great day 

to promote our show and sale on Sunday May 20
th

. We’ll once again have plenty of our small 

show cards and show flyers to give to each of our customers and people just walking by. We’ll 

also have our colorful show poster in a very visible location and we’ll use our magnificent 

hibiscus tree to once again draw people to our location. Look closely at our “new” tree. My 

wife came through with a totally new idea. You’ll like it. 

Now that the New Orleans chapter has moved their show and sale to April some of us will be 

preparing our plants well in advance for maximum output.  For me that means I’ll be fertilizing 

on a weekly basis and hitting each plant with a monthly helping of Epsom Salts and some 

foliage feeding. Even if you are not participating in the New Orleans or Baton Rouge shows, let 

me encourage each of you to start doing the same thing so that when the date of our May show 

arrives you are ready to show off a few of your own blooms from your collection. Who knows 

maybe a gold ribbon or Head Table is in your future? You won’t know unless you enter a 

bloom or two. Plan on it!!!! We are counting on you. 

I noticed at our last meeting that many of you stayed after the meeting came to an official end 

and asked lots of questions of our guest, Todd Alvis. That was really smart on your part because 

no one in the entire AHS has a better understanding of the hybridizing process than Todd. He 

was very gracious to make the drive to Lafayette to deliver the message. Now you can thank 

him by taking his information and putting it to use. Always remember that every bloom you fall 

in love with initially started because someone took the time to spread some pollen around.  Will 

you be the next great hybridizer? Maybe not but wouldn’t it be nice to simply create a one of a 

kind new variety? There is nothing like knowing your blooms and then crossing two of your 

favorites in hopes of creating something magical. After all, how else would Sgt. Seth Trahan 

even exist? 

See you at the meeting Tuesday April 3
rd

 6 PM…good blooming everyone…pollinating Buddy 

 



 
MBAC Chapter Shirts 

In an effort to get all members in chapter shirts for Festival des Fleurs and our show, the 

chapter will pay the cost of the logo stitching on your first shirt.  You provide the shirt of your 

choice of color and style.  There cannot be anything on the left side where the logo will be 

stitched.  This offer ends on April 14th.  After that date, you will be responsible for the cost 

of the logo, so get your shirt to Buddy today if you haven’t already!! 
 

    

 
Member’s Corner 

Putting it mildly, we know Buddy likes hibiscus, but what was young Buddy doing that brought 

him to this point in his life.  Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Athletic Network recently highlighted 

their 1965 Golf Team and this young team member. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Paul "Buddy" Short, three-time All-American golfer during the early-mid 
sixties.  Buddy was the Gulf States Champion in 1965 with an all-time 
record score of 15 under par.  He placed second in the 1962 National 

Association of Intercollegiate Athletes national tournament in Kansas 
City.  

Buddy was inducted into the Athletic 
Hall of Fame on November 12, 1977, 
along with John Falgout, football, and 

Steve Brackin, baseball. Part of his 
induction information included the 

following statement:  "Short, is one of 

the greatest, if not the greatest golfer 
in USL History." 

  

More info can be found at https://athleticnetwork.net/site.php?cid=&cid=&pageID=3608&newsID=6795. 

https://athleticnetwork.net/site.php?cid=&cid=&pageID=3608&newsID=6795


 

For your viewing pleasure….. 
      A sampling of the giveaway plants at the February Meeting 
 

             
 

         
 

Whoever accidentally picked up the Spanish Dancer plant after the March meeting, please return it at the April meeting. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Have something you would like to share with the members in the newsletter? 

Submit it by the 15
th

 of the month to your  

Newsletter Editor, Ann Peltier @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com. 
 

 

2018 MBAC Board 
 

President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com 

Vice President ~ Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com 

Secretary ~ Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@acadianahibiscus.com 

Member Liaison ~ Tucker Plaisance ~ 985-856-5291 ~ tuckerplaisance@gmail.com 

Past President – Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com 
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